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MEETINGS WITH MT CONGRESSIONAL DELEGATION
The Missoula BUILD Grant delegation
traveled to Washington, DC in support of
Missoula County’s application. As part of
that effort, the group scheduled meetings
with all three congressional representatives.
The day started with the Montana
Coffee and Breakfast in the Hart Senate
Office Building. Over coffee and donuts,
members of the group were able to spend
a few minutes with Senators Tester and
Daines as well as Representative Gianforte,
introducing themselves and setting the
stage for individual meetings later in the
day. After posing for a photograph with
the group, the congressmen headed out to
begin their meetings.
The first meeting of the day was with
Senator Steve Daines and one of his
legislative aides. Sen. Daines had already
been briefed on the project at an earlier
site visit in Missoula so he was aware
of the impact the grant could bring. The
group was able to share the wide variety of
support the application received from the
community.
After meeting with Sen. Daines, the
group was escorted across the capitol to
a conference room with Rep. Gianforte.
There the group again shared the
transformative nature of the project and
its importance to the community. Rep.
Gianforte joined Sen. Daines in pledging
to support Missoula’s application and help
lobby for the grant.
Finally, the group crossed back to the
Senate side of the capitol and the office
of Senator Jon Tester. Like Gianforte and
Daines, Sen. Tester pledged his support
and promised to lobby the Department of
Transportation on behalf of Missoula.
The Montana congressional delegation
were key contributors to the success of
Missoula’s BUILD Grant application.
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MEETING WITH U.S. DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
The BUILD Grant Missoula
delegation met with leaders from the
U.S. Department of Transportation
in support of the application. During
the meeting, Missoula leaders
shared the challenges facing the
community and the transformative
impact federal dollars could have
in shaping Missoula’s growth over
the next decade. The delegation was
able to share their story for why
Missoula deserved funding and how
the project would positively impact the
community in terms of transportation,
business and conservation.

OUTCOMES
The 2019 BUILD Grant DC Fly-In had a number of positive results for the Missoula community. In
November 2019 the county and Chamber were notified that the community had been awarded a $13 million
grant for infrastructure work in the Mullan/West Broadway area. While short of the proposed $23 million, it is
represented a significant portion of the project costs. It was also notable in that it was the only BUILD Grant
award received in Montana.
The grant will allow Missoula County to begin laying the groundwork for future growth in the community,
spurring development of needed housing and commercial real-estate in an area ripe for future expansion.
The infrastructure work funded by the grant will help keep costs down and encourage development of homes
Missoula’s workforce can afford.
Beyond the grant award, the fly-in resulted in improved relationships between Chamber members, Chamber
staff and both city and county governments. Each group returned encouraged by the level of collaboration and
vowed to keep that spirit of cooperation going in the future.
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Attendees

Public Sector
Elected Officials

Juanita Vero
County Commissioner
Missoula County

Staff

Chet Crowser
Director of Community and
Planning Services
Missoula County

Josh Slotnick
County Commissioner
Missoula County

Dave Strohmaier
County Commissioner
Missoula County

Jordan Hess
Ward 2 Council Member
City of Missoula

Karen Hughes
Community and Planning
Services Assistant Director
Missoula County

Jeremy Keene
Director of Public Works
City of Missoula

Shane Stack
Director of Public Works
Missoula County

Private Sector

Chad Bauer
Municipal Manager
Republic Services

Kim Latrielle
President/CEO
Missoula Area Chamber of Commerce

Jason Rice
Professional Engineer, CEO
Territorial Landworks

Clint Burson
Director of Government Affairs
Missoula Area Chamber of Commerce

Mike Markovich
Owner/Vice President of Community
Relations
Summit Beverage

Barb Rigg
Commercial Loan Manager
First Security Bank

Steve Clawson
Community Relations Manager
NorthWestern Energy – Missoula Division
Grant Kier
Executive Director
Missoula Economic Partnership

Mike Nugent
Realtor – Berkshire Hathaway
Missoula Organization of Realtors (MOR)

Ryan Salisbury
Principal Engineer
WGM Group, Inc
DJ Smith
Realtor – Berkshire Hathaway
Missoula Organization of Realtors (MOR)
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